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Aqaba Declaration on Greywater Use 
in the Middle-East and North Africa 
Region Made on February 15th, 2007
We, 29 experts, researchers and practitioners from eight different countries and 
representing 17 institutions, agree that greywater provides an important potential to 
alleviate water scarcity in dry countries and that it should be seen as a water source 
as opposed to a waste product. We also agree that reclaimed greywater use can be 
environmentally, socially and economically beneficial and culturally acceptable. 

We consider that greywater use must be promoted in a way that minimizes health and 
environmental risks while generating economic benefits. 

Based on what is known to date, we also agree that: 

1. Greywater use is considered to have potential as a water demand management 
option for the MENA region and that we should respond to existing demand for 
non-conventional sources of water by promoting the widespread adoption of 
greywater use. 
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2. It is useful to see greywater both as a strategy to address water scarcity, as well as a 
poverty alleviation strategy. 

3. In order to raise the profile of greywater and promote its widespread use we 
need to work closely with all relevant stakeholders and should focus on clear and 
straightforward messages. 

4. We agree that more information is required, for example on:
• Impacts of greywater use on health
• Impacts of greywater use on soil and plants 
• Social and economic impacts
• Greywater characterization 
• Appropriate technologies

5. We agree that any technological intervention should be cost effective while meeting 
accepted standards.

No. Names of participants Institutions

1 Mark Redwood International Development Research Centre – IDRC (Canada)

2 Stephen McIlwaine Centre for the Study of the Built Environment - CSBE (Jordan)

3 Dr. Murad J. Bino Inter-Islamic Network on Water Resources Development and 
Management - INWRDAM (Jordan)

4 Dr. Odeh Al-Jayoussi The World Conservation Union (IUCN)

5 Wael Suleiman Royal Scientific Society – RSS (Jordan)

6 Dr. Fadhl Al Nozaily Water and Environment Centre - WEC, University of Sana`a 
(Yemen)

7 Rania Abdel Khaleq Ministry of Water and Irrigation – MoWI (Jordan)

8 Jamal Burnat ACDI/VOCA (Palestinian Territories)

9 Intissar Eshtayah Palestinian Wastewater Engineers Group - PWEG (Palestinian 
Territories)

10 Nadine Haddad El Hajj Middle East Centre for the Transfer of Appropriate 
Technology – MECTAT (Lebanon)

11 Dr. Maher Abu-Madi BierZeit University (Palestinian Territories)

12 Monther Hind Palestinian Wastewater Engineers Group - PWEG (Palestinian 
Territories)

13 Dr. Noel Keough Plan:Net (Canada)

14 Dr. Cecilia Oman International Foundation for Science IFS (Sweden)

15 Peter Laban CARE (Palestinian Territories)
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No. Names of participants Institutions

16 Shihab Al Beiruti Inter-Islamic Network on Water Resources Development and 
Management - INWRDAM (Jordan)

17 Dr. Marwan Owaygen International Development Research Centre - IDRC (Canada)

18 Lorra Thompson International Development Research Centre - IDRC (Canada)

19 Karma El-Fadl Centre for the Study of the Built Environment - CSBE (Jordan)

20 Silke Rothenberger Department of Water and Sanitation in Developing Countries 
- SANDEC (Switzerland)

21 Boghos Ghougassian Middle East Centre for the Transfer of Appropriate 
Technology - MECTAT (Lebanon)

22 Marieke Adank IRC – International Water and Sanitation Centre (Netherlands)

23 Moath Asfour Inter-Islamic Network on Water Resources Development and 
Management - INWRDAM (Jordan)

24 Mohammad Ayesh National Centre for Agricultural Research and Technology 
Transfer - NCARTT (Jordan)

25 Mufeed Batarseh Mutah University (Jordan)

26 Moyyad Asayyad Royal Scientific Society – RSS (Jordan)

27 Sahar Dalameh Royal Scientific Society – RSS (Jordan)

28 Samira Smirat Plan:Net (Jordan) 

29 Abd Al Razzaq Abu 
Rahman

Palestinian Hydrology Group – PHG (Palestinian Territories)


